Ocean race: Hanover teen shoves off for Bermuda
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Not many people like to settle for last place when they enter a race, but that would be just fine for 16-year-old Alex Sirois, of Hanover, and his fellow crew members. 

Sirois and six other Sea Scouts from S.S.S. Yorkshire: Sea Scout Ship 25, based in York, are just hoping to have a good time in the 753-mile Bermuda Ocean Race that begins today. 

"We're kind of aiming for the last-place award, the cook’s award," Sirois said with a laugh. "Our sailboat is not the best racing boat. It's going to be more of a learning experience." 

For Sirois, who attends Delone Catholic High School, the entire past year has been a learning experience. 

Sirois has always been interested in sailing. In December 2006, he became involved in the Sea Scouts, a co-ed branch of Boy Scouts of America open to 14- to 20-year-olds. 

The first time he worked on a sailboat was last summer in the Marblehead-to-Halifax Ocean Race. 

"I'm excited for this race. I'm really excited to get down to Bermuda," Sirois said. "I'm kind of competitive, and I hope to have a good race." 

The Bermuda Ocean Race began in 1979 and became a biennial event in 1980. According to the race's Web site, the main objective is to "enhance the art of navigation" for sailors. Anyone can participate in the race, and this year, approximately 20 boats make up the fleet. 

Sirois and his fellow Sea Scouts have been getting ready for the race for several months. They've traveled to the Chesapeake Bay for "prep weekends," where they performed drills to prepare for the five-day race. 

A total of 13 Scouts will participate in the race. Seven will participate on the way down and six will fly down to Bermuda to sail back. Brian Kurzik, of Hallam, will make the round trip with Skipper George Kain. 

Kain, of Emigsville, has been sailing for more than 40 years and participated in open ocean races, including the Bermuda Ocean Race, for the past four years. Kain is passionate about sailing and began the S.S.S. Yorkshire: Sea Ship 25 in 2000 as a way for older boys to stay involved in Scouting activities. 

"I want the kids to get a sense of and share the enthusiasm I have for the open ocean," Kain said "Very few people get to see with their own eyes a sunrise or sunset over the open water." 

Kain said there is nothing like the excitement of seeing an island after five days of open water. 

"It's a real thrill," he said. 

Kain said the toughest part of the race will be on the starting line. 

"Getting 15 boats through a very narrow bottleneck without hitting one another is very difficult," Kain said "After that, it becomes a piece of cake." 

The Scouts will travel from Annapolis, Md., to St. George's, Bermuda, in the sailboat Kuan Yin. The boat is named for the oriental goddess of mercy and compassion, who is said to watch over sailors and fisherman. 

When Kain bought the boat, the name was already on it and since it was made in Taiwan, Kain "thought it best to just leave that name alone." 

The Scouts will leave from the U.S. Naval Academy at 2 p.m. today to begin their journey. 

To track the progress of the Sea Scouts, go to the iboattrack Web site at www.iboattrack.com. Click on race-tracking and look for the Kuan Yin; the boat's position will be updated every two hours.
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