VARIOUS NARRATIVES FROM SHIP 25’S 2008 BERMUDA OCEAN RACE


Saturday, 21 June 2008 – St. George’s, British Overseas Territory of Bermuda

Greetings to all from Bermuda!  We arrived safely yesterday morning.  

We really appreciated Kristy's journalistic piece in the Dispatch at http://yorkdispatch.inyork.com/yd/search/ci_9611379, and Bill's video at http://w4.yorkdispatch.com/yorktube/play.php?vid=253.  We've been proudly showing them off down here to everyone. They are a great promo for Sea Scouting.

We'd be absolutely delighted to cooperate with Kristy and Bill in any follow up they desire. I can arrange a phone call interview tonight if anyone wishes.

Here are some trip statistics:

	

	Nautical Miles Covered Through Water By Raymarine Water Speed/Distance Indicator: 931 Nm

	Nautical Miles Covered Over Ground By Furuno Gps: 820 Nm

	Nautical Miles Covered Over Ground By Garmin Gps: 824 Nm

	Total Time Starting Line To Customs: 6 Days 20 Hours 6 Minutes

	Total Time Starting Line To Customs: 164.1 Hours

	Total Time Under Power Starting Line To Customs: 84.1 Hours

	Percentage To Time Starting Line To Customs Under Power: 51%

	Gallons Of Diesel Fuel Used (Est): 75.7 Gallons



We've seen flying fish, dolphins, Portuguese men o'war, Sargasso Sea grass, sunsets, sunrises, calm water, 8 foot seas, sun, rain, gales and calms, and now the lovely country of Bermuda.  The crew has behaved admirably.  No complaints, great spirits, and a sense of maturity and attention to duty.

The ultimate test came on the night of Monday 16 June at 6 minutes before midnight.  We had been cruising under "jib and jigger", a sailor's term for sailing under reefed Genoa, furled mail, and a full mizzen sail.  Winds had been in the high twenties to low thirties.  Boat speed through the water had been steadily rising to the point where we were making 9.4 knots (the fastest I've ever seen this boat go - 7 knots is normally max).  Suddenly we were hit by a wind-sheer gust of wind that registered 44.5 knots on the wind gauge.  Due to the extreme force of this blast of wind, the boat involuntarily rounded up to starboard and heeled over to port about 45 degrees.  Not only did the port rail go under water, but the port coaming and all went under water and green water started pouring into the cockpit.  This was the most extreme situation I've ever found myself in with this boat.  We reacted instantly by slamming hatches shut and furling what was left of the Genny as fast as humanly possible.  No panic - just quick reactions.  I struggled to keep the boat upright on a safe course as the wind varied from 35-40 knots.  John Dawson's reaction was simply, "That's salty!"  The teens were going, "Cool!"  Alex Sirois, 16, Hanover PA, came up on deck to report that he had been sleeping soundly in his berth below when in the sudden lurch of the boat he was catapulted out of his bunk straight through the air and into the bunk of a shipmate on the opposite side of the boat.  No serious injuries, but there were some definite bruises.  The boat below was a shambles with gear everywhere.  The seat to the navigation station tore off of its hinges and was flopping around.  Other than that, all was well.  44.5 knots of winds relates officially to a "strong gale".

Alex Sirois flies out of Bermuda on Sunday, June 22, to Baltimore, goes home to Hanover PA that night, then flies to Ireland the next day for two weeks.  The other race teens fly out of Bermuda on Tuesday night, June 24.

The "return crew" had their own adventure as outlined below by Christy Davis, mother of Alex Davis.  A minor correction to same - Steven, the host, was not a priest, but a very religious school teacher.  He even made pancakes for the youths the next morning and left them the key to his house as he departed for work. What trust!  You are not likely to see that here in the States.  In appreciation, we invited Steven to be our guest for the Friday night fish fry at the St. George's Dingy and Sports Club and we gave him a BOR-2008 race t-shirt as well.

There are many more stories to tell, but that's the sampler.  The teens are at the beach, and I'm here at the Club finishing up my logs and updating my email.

/s/ George Kain, Skipper
From: christie davis <crickyda@yahoo.com>

Subject: York Dispatch: York County Sea Scouts sail in a 758-mile race to St. George's Bermuda
To: kstevens@yorkdispatch.com
Date: Friday, June 20, 2008, 3:41 PM

Thank you for such a positive article on the Sea Scouts. This is an organization unknown to most. Not only does it teach sailing skills but leadership, responsibility and teamwork as well. Much of this can be attributed to their dedicated skipper George Kain. It would be wonderful to see a follow up story on the trip. Space only allowed half the Scouts to participate in the race portion of the journey. The other half flew to Bermuda yesterday and will be sailing home while the Scouts that participated in the race will fly home after spending several days in Bermuda. 

 The Kuan Yin ran into two separate major storms on the trip to Bermuda. The first had 30 kt winds while the second had 44 kt winds. Unfortunately they had to withdraw from the race to sail under motor power in order to reach Bermuda by June 19. That was the date the second team flew in. Due to the delays the ship was unable to reach it's destination on the scheduled date thus leaving the team of teenagers who had flown in unsupervised until the ship arrived today. The stranded teens, under George Kain's guidance and training before the trip, knew what to do and didn't panic. They were able to secure lodging for the night with a Priest
 on the Island. Their maturity and leadership skills enabled them to remain safe during this period. 

 At this point in time we are only at the halfway mark of this memorable journey. The Scouts, all together at last, will spend several days on the Island. The first group will fly home Tuesday while the second begins the long sail home on Wednesday. My son is in this second group and our prayers are with them for a continued safe trip. This is an experience the teens will always look back on fondly. The skills they are being taught will follow them throughout their lives as will hopefully some of the friendships and bonds they are forming. And the story continues....

 Thank You,

Christie Davis

On Sun, Jun 22, 2008 at 5:24 PM, <Pnkstein325@aol.com> wrote:

Hey Brian, this is Pam Stein...

 

Did Tim Mathews end up not coming on the trip?  I noticed his name was not mentioned with those that came to greet your arrival, and the float plan had him listed as going on the return trip and flying on the same flight as the other return crew members...

 

In the event Tim did not come along (which concerns me, as the 4 younger crew members, including my Nick, are not very experienced), can you assure me that Skip and you will run through WHO DOES WHAT in the event of a storm and make sure those crew members know how to do what needs to be done?  I know Cheyenne in particular has hardly any experience; she hasn't done any sailing with the scouts since last year's long cruise...

 

I am very nervous about the return trip after hearing about the storms you encountered, and you had yourself, Skip, John D. and Joanne on the first leg...only you and Skip will be experienced on the return trip...

 

Thanks in advance for trying to keep me from having a heart attack from June 25 until I hear that the boat is in the Chesapeake Bay!  

 

Pam Stein
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Hey Pam,

Right now, Tim is flying in on Tuesday, George forgot to mention that.  As of right now, there will be three experienced adults including myself upon the return trip.  Also I might jump off the return trip onto a Nicholson 35 headed to the Azores and London from there.  In the event that I get on this trip, George will probably call Steve Alexander and get him on the return cruise to replace me.  If that doesn't work out it would just be Tim and George bringing the boat back.  As a reassurance to you, it isn't far to Annapolis, storms aren't much of a worry as we can motor as necessary, and George and Tim can most likely trade off 12 hour watches as we only need 1 experienced at the helm and two youth available for Tacking/Jibing, etc.  I wouldn't worry much about the inexperience of the youth crew because they would be under the complete watch of both George and Tim.   George would never sail if he wasn't 100% sure that he can sail safely and get the youth home alright, and you can definitely trust me when I say that.  I feel the same way as George, and I won't make the decision for me to do Transatlantic to London until I am completely sure that we will be fine on Kuan Yin.  As for the perils of the sea, what happens happens, always a risk, but one could always die in a car accident home.  We couldn't be more prepared equipment/training wise to sail the Atlantic, and George has taken every precaution necessary to ensure safe passage.  In the way of storms and weather, I would much rather be in a hurricane out on the ocean than on land, because in the situation of adverse weather, we can drop sails, put up a storm main, and a storm anchor, and keep ourselves above the water by surfing the waves.  Despite popular belief, storms at sea generally are pretty easy to get through for the most part, and since we are equipped with the best possible storm gear available, I can say you can rest assured.  In the trip down, some of the best winds that we have ever gotten on the boat have been in these storms.  I have been monitoring weather, and by the looks of it, there shouldn't be any major systems on the trip back, maybe some localized rain/lightning, but nothing to worry about.  To give you a perspective as to sailing a boat, there will be 6-7 able people on the return trip to the states, the trip I am considering on embarking upon will be 4, on a smaller boat, to London.  Amount of people aboard a vessel is not a worry as much as the experience of the skipper and his main adult, and George and Tim both are about as experienced as the could be.  Last trip Tim hopped a boat to the Azores that lost all electrical systems, nav systems, radio, etc. and they made it through dead reckoning and eating dry ramen noodles.

So in summary, I can give you my full assurance that everybody will be back safe and alright and worrying would be unnecessary.

If you have any other concerns or questions about the return trip please email me.

Everyone is enjoying their stay here in Bermuda, All is well.

Brian Kurzik


============================================

Bermuda ocean race part 1

Friday, June 20, 2008 at 2:58pm

Hello everybody

Right now I am sitting here on the veranda of the St. Georges Dingy and sports club, Cuban in one hand and a corona w/lime in another. We had a very challenging, dangerous, and safe trip participating in the 2008 Annapolis to Bermuda Ocean Race. At our worst we had 2-5 knot winds in which we had to motor, and at our best we had 45 knot winds running at 9.5 knot speed over the ground fighting a 2 knot current (new boat record). 2 minutes after setting that record (Kuan Yin’s maximum theoretical hull speed is 7.5 fighting an adverse current), we got hit with a 44.5 knot gust off our starboard beam which immediately set us on our side at a 50+ degree heel. For those who don't understand, the immediate feelings of the moment were "[expletives deleted]" as we felt Kuan Yin preparing to throw us away to become fish food. Spent many of our days fighting anything from minor gales to major squalls to days of absolutely no wind. Inevitably we had to withdraw from the race and motor in bad conditions to ensure that the youth stay safe and make their flights back to the states. I will post a lot of my great photos over the next couple days here in Bermuda. Right now only 1/3 of my wonderful adventure is over and sadly I will have to return to the real world of debt, turning wrenches on my jeeps, various jobs, etc. One of the real lessons so far is to respect Mother Nature because if she is pissed, she will let you know. Well, I am going to go enjoy a dinner by the water and sleep well tonight. To everybody from the CalU/Pittsburgh area, I miss you all dearly (tons o' manly tears) and can't wait to see you all again.

/s/ Brian Kurzik










� Steven Daniels was actually a very religious school teacher.  He was Brian Oatley’s Sunday School teacher.  Brian is the dockmaster at the St. George’s Dingy & Sports Club.
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