Bermuda Ocean Race 2008
                

NOTICE OF RACE

1.    ORGANIZING AUTHORITY

The Organizing Authority Bermuda Ocean Race Committee of the Eastport Yacht  Club (OA).  The OA is supported by the St. George’s Dinghy and Sports Club.

2.    OBJECTIVES


The Bermuda Ocean Race is unique in that it involves both inshore and offshore racing combining in-shore piloting and offshore navigational skills.  It offers sailors a way to fulfill the goal of a blue water passage to an island of coral with sandy beaches and friendly, hospitable people.

3.
RULES

3.1
The race shall be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 2005-2008, the 2008 PHRF of the Chesapeake Regulations, and 2008-2009 International Sailing Federation Special Regulations Governing Offshore and Oceanic Racing for Category 1 including US SAILING prescriptions (ISAF Special Regs), except as any of these are modified by this Notice of Race or by the Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto.

3.2
RRS 63.7, Conflict between Rules, is replaced by, “If there is a conflict between any rule and a rule in the sailing instructions, the sailing instructions and any amendments shall take precedence, subject to the restrictions of RRS 86.1, Changes to the Racing Rules.”

3.3
For the Double-Handed Division RRS 52 is changed to permit entrants to use wind vanes and/or autopilots while racing.

3.4
The protest committee may impose penalties other than disqualification for violation of the ISAF Special Regs.

4.
ADVERTISING


Advertising will be in accordance with ISAF Regulation 20 Category C.

5. 
ELIGIBILTY AND ENTRY

5.1
Open to any single or multi-hulled sailing yacht, thirty feet length overall or greater, and which conforms to the requirements of this Notice of Race.


5.1.1.  There will be a separate demonstration class for the Mini 6.5s.  Boats entered in this class must have approval by the USA Mini 6.5 Class that they meet the Mini Class rules at the date of the issuance of the classes hull number.  The Mini shall meet or exceed the 90 degree stability requirement of the  Mini Class.  The Mini 6.5 boats shall meet all the requirements as stated in this document as well as additional requirements identified for the Mini 6.5s except for the propulsion requirement. 

5.2
Classes will be established by ratings.  There will be spinnaker, non-spinnaker, multi-hulled, double-handed, and one-design classes.  No class will be scored unless there are at least three entries.

5.3
Entries may be made online at www.bermudaoceanrace.com by 13 May 2008.

5.4
The OA reserves the right to reject the entry of any boat at any time prior to the preparatory signal for her class.

6.
FEES


The entry fee is $800, or $700 if received before 1 January 2008.  


The entry fee is refundable until 30 April 2008.

7.
CAPTAIN AND CREW REQUIREMENTS

7.1
Boats must have logged more than 500 miles of either racing or cruising, including night sailing, prior to the start of the race.

7.2
The Captain and Watch Captains must submit with the entry resumes of their sailing experience demonstrating their competence to participate in an ocean race.

7.3
Proof of attendance shall be provided for at least 50% of the crew at a  Safety at Sea Seminar or equivalent seminar during the five years prior to 13 May 2008.

8.
SCHEDULE

8.1
Registration:  The Captain and one crew member only must register with the BOR desk at the Eastport Yacht Club, 317 First Street, Annapolis, MD 21403 between 1200 and 1600 on 12 June 2008.

8.2
A mandatory pre-race briefing will be held at 1700 on 12 June 2008 at the Annapolis Recreation Center, 9 St. Mary’s Street, Annapolis.  The captain of each boat will be responsible for receiving all information disseminated at this meeting.

8.3
The warning signal for the first start is scheduled for 1300 on 13 June 2008.  The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the Race Committee Signal Boat and G ”9” QG in Annapolis Harbor.

9.  
RATINGS

9.1
All mono-hulled boats must deliver a valid, signed  PHRF of the Chesapeake Special Event rating certificate by 13 May 2008.  To meet this deadline, all required information must be provided to PHRF of the Chesapeake by 31 March 2008.  A PHRF of the Chesapeake Special Event rating application may be obtained from the PHRF of the Chesapeake website:  www.phrfchesbay.com.   

9.2
Multi-hulled boats must deliver  a rating certificate issued by the Chesapeake Multihull Association.

9.3.  The Mini 6.5 demonstration class will not be required to obtain PHRF certificates.  They will be treated as a one-design class.

10.     CLASSES


Boats will race in classes as assigned by the OA.  Class assignments and the starting sequence will be announced at the pre-race briefing.

11.
EQUIPMENT

11.1
It shall be the sole and inescapable responsibility of the owner and captain of each boat to see that she is seaworthy in hull, rig and gear and that she is properly equipped and competently manned and sailed.

11.2
Boats must comply with the requirements of ISAF Special Regs for race Category 1 as modified by this Notice of Race.  The race committee may waive specific provisions of these requirements upon written request from an owner or captain.

11.3
Each boat is required to carry a tracking device.  The unit will be mounted in accordance with the instructions provided and a good faith effort made to maintain its operation throughout the race.  A deposit, fully refundable on the unit’s return, will be required.

12.
RACING NUMBERS


The RRS specify the display of racing numbers on certain sails.  In the event none of these sails are set when starting or finishing, these numbers are to be displayed by alternative means.

13.
CREW

13.1
The minimum crew shall be 4, except there shall be only two persons aboard in the Double-Handed Class or Mini 6.5 demonstration class.

14.
LIABILITY


Competitors participate in this race entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4,  Decision to Race.  The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal  injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the race.

15.
PRIZES


A list of prizes will be issued at the pre-race briefing.  All finishers will be awarded a participation plaque.

16.
SOCIAL

16.1
Following the first day of the 2008 Annapolis Safety at Sea Seminar, there will be a Captains’ Reception at the Eastport Yacht Club.

16.2
On Thursday, 12 June 2008, following the pre-race briefing, Eastport Yacht Club will hold its annual Spring Cotillion at its clubhouse.  All Captains, crew and guests are invited to attend this event.  
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