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Sailing Instructions
1
RULES
1.1
The Regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the International Sailing Federation Offshore Special Regulations (ORC Regs), the Official Notice of Race, the class rules of any boats sailing as a one design class, and by these Sailing Instructions.

1.2
The US Sailing Prescriptions (RRS/US) will apply.

1.3
RRS Part 2 will be replaced by Part B, the Steering and Sailing Rules of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS), between the local hours of sunset and sunrise.

1.4       Competitors are reminded that sailing vessels do not have the right to hamper, in a       channel, the safe passage of a power vessel whose course lies within that channel.       See 21, Commercial Traffic.
1.5       RRS 63.7, Conflict between Rules, is replaced by, “If there is any conflict        between any rule and a rule in the Sailing Instructions, the sailing instructions and   any amendments shall take precedence, subject to the restrictions of RRS 86.1,   Changes to the Racing Rules.

2
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
Notices to Competitors issued by the Bermuda Ocean Race Association, hereafter referred to as the BOR, will be posted on the Official Regatta Notice Board located at the Eastport Yacht Club (EYC) or St. Georges Dinghy and Sports Club (SGDSC).

3
CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Any changes to the Sailing Instructions will be posted on the Official Regatta Notice Board before 1300 on the day of the race.  As a courtesy, the BOR will attempt to notify the competitors of any posted changes by VHF radio, channel 72.

4
SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
4.1
Signals made ashore will be displayed from the EYC flag pole yardarm before or at 1300 on the day of the start, accompanied with an announcement on VHF radio, channel 72.

4.2
Flag AP (Answering Pennant) with two sound signals indicates Postponement.  The new start schedule will be posted on the Official Regatta Notice Board at EYC prior to lowering of AP. The new start shall not be less than two hours after the lowering of AP.

5
STARTING LOCATION
The Start shall be in the Severn River in the vicinity of G “9" QG depicted on the current Annapolis Harbor Chart.

6
CLASS FLAGS
Each boat shall fly a burgee or pennant supplied by the BOR from the backstay at least six (6) feet above the deck from one (1) hour before her Warning Signal until one (1) hour after her start.

7
PRE-START CHECK IN
Each boat shall check-in prior to her Warning Signal with the Signal Boat flying the EYC Burgee and the Race Committee flag.

8
STARTING TIMES


8.1
Starts will be started using Rule 26.  The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first class is 1400.
8.2
Starting sequences and class assignments will be announced and distributed at the Pre-Race Briefing on Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 1700 at the Annapolis Recreation Center, corner of Compromise Street and St. Mary’s Street, Annapolis (across from the Marriott Waterfront Hotel).

9
THE COURSE
9.1
After the start, boats shall proceed southerly down the Chesapeake Bay and exit the Bay via either Chesapeake Channel or Thimble Shoals Channel of the Bay Bridge Tunnel, and then on to the finish.

9.2
Each boat shall note the time in EDT correcting to the nearest second when it exits the Chesapeake Bay.  If exiting through Thimble Shoals Channel, the time should be taken when buoy G “7" (Fl G 2.5s) bears 210 degrees or 030 degrees magnetic from the yacht.  If exiting through Chesapeake Channel, the time should  be taken when buoy G “13" (Fl G 4s) bears 240 degrees or 060 degrees magnetic from the yacht.

9.3
Within fifteen (15) minutes of exiting the Bay, boats shall report their exit time to the BOR Mail Box at (410) 263-0415, Box 8.

9.4
For purposes of calculating corrected times, the race distance is 752 nautical miles.

10
MARKS
The following marks near the Islands of Bermuda shall be passed on their seaward or channel side:

1) North Rock, Fl(4) 20s 21m 12M

2) North East Breakers, Fl 2(s 14m 12M

3) Kitchen Shoals, Fl(3) 15s 14m 12M

4) Mills Breaker, VQ (3) 5s

11
THE START
11.1
The starting line shall be between a staff flying an orange flag on the Signal Boat and G “9” QG.

11.2
An orange limit mark may be attached to the Signal Boat.  If present, it shall be considered part of the Signal Boat for purposes of RRS 28 and 31.

12
THE FINISH
12.1
The finish line will be at the “Spit”, BYB Q(3) 10s, located approximately 0.6 miles north-east of St. David’s Head, Bermuda.  A boat is finished when it passes within 50 yards north of the Spit buoy and the buoy bears 180 degrees magnetic from the boat, leaving the Spit buoy to port.

12.2
All boats shall note their finish time to the nearest second in EDT .

12.3
The skippers of each boat shall submit a properly completed Finish Log Form to the race committee at the SGDSC as soon as practical after clearing customs.  This form will be supplied at registration prior to the race.

13
PENALTY SYSTEM
13.1
The Race Committee may attempt to notify premature starters by announcing their racing numbers on VHF radio, channel 72.  The following are not grounds for redress: failure of the race committee to hail at all; failure of a boat to hear its hail; timeliness of the hail; or the order of boats within the hail. This modifies RRS 62.1(a).

13.2
If a boat fails to re-start in accordance with RRS rule 29.1, she shall be penalized by adding sixty (60) minutes to her elapsed time.

13.3
Any boat failing to report during the Daily Check-In may be penalized ten (10) minutes of elapsed time for each infraction.

14
TIME LIMITS
Boats must finish before 2100 EDT on Friday, June 20, 2008.

15
PROTEST AND REQUEST FOR REDRESS
Protest shall be in writing in accordance with RRS 61, and shall be delivered to the Race Committee at the SGDSC as soon as possible after reaching port but no later than 1000 EDT on Saturday, June 21, 2008.  This provision modifies RRS 61.3.

16
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE AND FINISH LOG FORM
The Certificate of Compliance and Finish Log Form shall be completed and signed by the skipper, navigator and each watch captain and delivered to race committee at the SGDSC as soon as practicable but no later than 1000 EDT, Saturday, June 21, 2008.  A boat will not be officially scored until the properly completed forms have been filed.

17
INSPECTION
The BOR reserves the right to re-inspect any boat for compliance with race requirements before the start and before trophy presentation in Bermuda.  Failure to be in compliance may subject the boat to protest which may result in penalties and disqualification.

18
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
18.1
Radios or any other means of communications shall not be used to obtain navigational or weather information that is not available to all racers free of charge.

18.2
Commencing at 1300 on the day of the Race until ten (10) minutes after her start, each boat shall monitor VHF radio, channel 72. Thereafter, boats shall maintain a continuous radio watch on channel 16 and make contact with commercial traffic on channel 13 as may be required for safety.

18.3
Contact between other racing boats is permitted at 0800 and 1800 EDT on VHF radio, channel 72. Boats may announce their positions if they wish.

18.4
Any contact other than set forth herein must be logged and reported to the BOR.

18.5
Boats must notify Bermuda Harbor Radio of their approach when they are within 15 miles of Bermuda.  Boats making an uncertain landfall should advise Bermuda Harbor Radio on VHF radio, channel 16 or 27, before a problem develops.

19
POSITION REPORTING

19.1
Position reports are mandatory and must be accomplished within the parameters set on the call-in schedule using satellite phone, or email.

19.2
A time penalty may be assessed by the Race Committee if position reports are missed.

19.3
If a scheduled position report is missed twice in a row, the race committee will notify the U.S. Coast Guard of the absence of contact and that the subject boat could be having difficulty.

19.4
For safety reasons if a boat retires from the race, it must report this to the Race Committee as soon as possible (See also 20, Notification of Withdrawal below).

19.5
If the Race Committee has not confirmed a boat’s arrival in Bermuda by  Saturday, June 21, 2008 and notice has not been received that the boat has retired from the race, it will be assumed that the boat is in distress and a report will be filed with the U.S. Coast Guard and the Bermuda Harbor Radio noting that the boat is overdue.

20
NOTIFICATION OF WITHDRAWAL
A boat withdrawing from the race shall, at the first available opportunity, notify:

a) The Duty Officer at the SGDSC, phone (411) 297-1612,  and if possible, nearby boats of 1) her present position, 2) her intention to withdraw, 3) the reason for her withdrawal, 4) her intended destination, and 5) her estimated time of arrival.

Other boats receiving notification of a boat’s withdrawal shall log the time of such notice, the boat’s position, and the information received from the withdrawing boat.  At the first available opportunity, the receiving boat shall similarly notify the Duty Officer at the SGDSC by whatever means available.

21
COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC
21.1
Any attempt by a contestant to exercise right of way, to cross in proximity to, or to interfere with reasonable transit of the race area by commercial freighters, tugs and tows or other commercial vessels which are unable to respond readily, will be grounds for protest.  Should such a protest occur, the burden of proof is on the yacht allegedly interfering.  Contestants must take evasive action well in advance of any potentially dangerous situation. 

21.2
If a yacht without way in a ship channel infringes RRS 42 by using an engine to clear the channel at the approach of commercial traffic, it shall either retire or if the incident was unavoidable, continue racing and request redress. 

21.3
RRS 62 is modified to allow the consideration of this request.

22
PRIZES
The following trophies will be awarded:

First to finish in each division, uncorrected time.

First through third in each division, corrected time.

First out of the Bay, corrected time.

First in the ocean leg corrected time.

Navigators Trophy, Ocean Navigator.

Bozenhard Navigator’s trophy, navigator of first to finish boat.

Team Trophy, Storm Trysail Club.

Cook’s trophy, last to finish.

23
DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4, Decision to Race.  The BOR, EYC and SGDSC will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during or after the regatta.
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