TUESDAY, 24 JUNE 2008 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

19 YEAR OLD AMERICAN SEA SCOUT SAILS 

ACROSS ATLANTIC OCEAN WITH AN INVITATION

Apprentice Sea Scout Brian Kurzik, age 19, of Sea Scout Ship 25 - SSS YORKSHIRE, York, Pennsylvania arrived in St. George's, Bermuda, on last Friday, 20 June 2008 on board Sea Scout Training Vessel KUAN YIN after competing with other members of his Sea Scout Ship in the 2008 Bermuda Ocean Race of over 753 nautical miles from Annapolis, MD.  In recognition of Brian's maturity and demonstrated sailing ability, he was offered a berth on the British sailing vessel MILLIE D (Southampton, England - Jonathan Hull, Skipper ) departing tomorrow, Wednesday, June 25, 2008 for Brighton, England via the Azores.  The MILLIE D is a Camper & Nicholson 35 sloop. After several days of consultation with his Sea Scout leader, George Hay Kain III, and his parents, George and Linda Kurzik of Hellam Township, York County, PA, Brian has decided to accept this offer.

To the best of anyone's knowledge, Brian Kurzik will be the first Sea Scout in recent memory, and possibly the first American Sea Scout ever, to successfully sail across the Atlantic Ocean.  Brian is carrying with him, in addition to his Sea Scout dress whites, an invitation to all fellow British Sea Scouts and their European brethren to plan to come to Baltimore, Maryland in July 2012 to attend the 100th Anniversary of the founding of Sea Scouting in the United States.  This event, known as the Centennial Sea Scout Fleet 2012, hopes to bring together as many Sea Scout, leaders, and former Sea Scouts from as many places as possible for a five-day celebration of the Sea Scout program.  Sea Scouting is part of the Venturing Division of the Boy Scouts of America and is open to both young men and women ages 14 to 21.  It seeks to build character and instill the values of good citizenship and self-reliance in a nautical setting.  The original Sea Scout program was begun in the United Kingdom in 1910 by Lord Robert Baden-Powell and his brother, Warington Baden-Powell, as a means to keep older youth involved in Scouting once they had mastered the skills of land-based Scouting.  Sea Scouting came to the United States in 1912 when Charles Longstreth of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Arthur A. Carey of Waltham, Massachusetts began taking older Boy Scouts sailing on their respective yachts.

The first leg of Brian Kurzik's journey to the birthplace of all Sea Scouting came about when he and four other Sea Scouts (Michelle Layton, 17, Dillsburg, PA; Ronald Filius, 17, York, PA; Ryan Lutz, 16, York, PA; and Alexander Sirois, 16, Hanover, PA) sailed to Bermuda from Annapolis, Maryland in Sea Scout Training Vessel KUAN YIN, a 43' auxiliary cutter ketch owned by Sea Scout Ship 25's skipper, George Hay Kain III, 59, Emigsville, PA.  Providing additional guidance during the race were Sea Scout adult leaders John Dawson, 59, Alexandria, VA and Joanna Robinson, 23, Bowie, MD.  During the voyage the crew saw flying fish, dolphins, Portuguese men o'war, Sargasso Sea grass, sunsets, sunrises, calm water, 8 foot seas, sun, rain, gales and calms, and now the lovely country of Bermuda.  The crew has behaved admirably.  There were no complaints, and all the youth displayed great spirits and a sense of maturity and attention to duty.

Skipper Kain reported as follows:

The ultimate test came on the night of Monday 16 June at 6 minutes before midnight.  KUAN YIN had been cruising under "jib and jigger", a sailor's term for sailing under reefed Genoa, furled mail, and a full mizzen sail.  Winds had been in the high twenties to low thirties.  Boat speed through the water had been steadily rising to the point where we were making 9.4 knots (the fastest I've ever seen this boat go - 7 knots is normally max).  Suddenly we were hit by a wind-sheer gust of wind that registered 44.5 knots on the gauge.  Due to the extreme force of this blast of wind, the boat involuntarily rounded up to starboard and heeled over to port about 45 degrees.  Not only did the port rail go under water, but the port coaming and all went under water and green water started pouring into the cockpit.  This was the most extreme situation I've ever found myself in with this boat.  We reacted instantly by slamming hatches shut and furling what was left of the Genny as fast as humanly possible.  No panic - just quick reactions.  I struggled to keep the boat upright on a safe course as the wind varied from 35-40 knots.  John Dawson's reaction was simply, "That's salty!"  The teens were going, "Cool!"  Alex Sirois, 16, Hanover PA, came up on deck to report that he had been sleeping soundly in his berth below when in the sudden lurch of the boat he was catapulted out of his bunk straight through the air and into the bunk of a shipmate on the opposite side of the boat.  No serious injuries, but there were some definite bruises.  The boat below was a shambles with gear everywhere.  The seat to the navigation station tore off of its hinges and was flopping around.  Other than that, all was well.  44.5 knots of winds relates officially to a "strong gale".


The Sea Scout youth who raced KUAN YIN to Bermuda fly home tonight, and they have been replaced by her "return crew" who flew in to Bermuda last Thursday: Timothy Mathews, 24, Edgewater, MD; Nicholas Stein, 16, York, PA; B. Alexander Davis, 17, York, PA; Cody Lutz, 15, York, PA; and Cheyenne Folk, 17, York, PA.  Skipper Kain will remain in command of KUAN YIN for the return journey.

Both the "race crew" and the "return crew" of KUAN YIN will have a joint hail and farewell dinner this afternoon in Bermuda with Brian Kurzik and the crew of the MILLIE D. after which all hands will return to their respective vessels and complete final preparations for putting out to sea tomorrow.

Brian plans to text daily position reports (limited to 120 characters each) from the MILLIE D's sat phone.  For more information, and to follow Brian's adventure on line, visit the Sea Scout Ship 25’s website at http://ship25bsa.org.   

/s/ George Hay Kain III
Skipper, Sea Scout Training Vessel KUAN YIN
Lying at St. George's, Bermuda

Email reply to:  skipper@ship25bsa.org
Telephone 717-880-8730 

