Sea Scout's voyage leads him beyond Bermuda, to England
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Sea Scout Brian Kurzik, 19, of Hellam Township, sailed to Bermuda aboard the Kuan Yin, shown on the Chesapeake Bay before the start of the Bermuda Ocean Race. Once he reached Bermuda, though, he wasn't ready to head for home; instead, Kurzik signed on with another boat to sail to England. (Bill Kalina photo)
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Kurzik walks to the foredeck to talk with Ryan Lutz, 17, left, and Ron Filius, 16, both of Springettsbury Township, during a passage aboard Kuan Yin on the Chesapeake Bay. The three served as crewmen during the Bermuda Ocean Race. (Bill Kalina photo)

Sometimes all it takes to change direction in life is one note.

Some written messages pose questions, others profess love and many present an opportunity.

The latter was the case for 19-year-old Brian Kurzik, who spotted a scrap of paper taped to a wall at the St. George's Dinghy and Sports Club in St. George's, Bermuda.

"He saw it, I saw it," said George Hay Kain III, his Sea Scouts leader, of Emigsville. "I said to (Kurzik), 'This is something you ought to consider.'"

The note offered an adventure that was impossible for Kurzik to resist: A chance to sail from Bermuda to the Azores and on to Brighton, England.

After several conversations with Kain and a few phone calls to his parents, George and Linda Kurzik of Hellam Township, Brian Kurzik made the decision to board the boat and continue a journey that began June 12 in Annapolis, Md. His new boat, a 35-foot Camper and Nicholson yacht, is called the Mille D.

Kurzik is a Sea Scout and one of several York County teens who participated in the 2008 Bermuda Ocean Race from Annapolis, Md., to St. George's, Bermuda. He and the others sailed aboard Kain's boat, Kuan Yin, a Sea Scout training vessel.

Sea Scouts is the co-ed sailing arm of the Boy Scouts of America.

The 2008 race was Kurzik's second and it provided him with experience for the trans-Atlantic sail. He won't receive cash for the trip, but has a berth on the boat, food and a plane ticket home from England, Kain said.

Family's reaction: His parents and younger sister, Emily Kurzik, talked earlier this week about Brian Kurzik's decision and quest for adventure. Kurzik had called within days of arriving in St. George's to ask his parents what they thought.

Initially, his parents said, "There is no way he's going."

But after the idea set in and shock wore off, the two calmed down and they began calling around to check on the boat's captain and crewman. They were satisfied that Jonathan Hull and Lloyd Moulder weren't slave traders or kidnappers, but good, trustworthy guys.

And they told their son they had concerns, but ultimately the decision was his to make. Kurzik and his new shipmates left St. George's June 25 for the trans-Atlantic journey. The Kuan Yin racing crew boarded planes for flights home; a second crew of York County teens took the helm for the sail home from Bermuda.

As for Kurzik, he will deliver a personal invitation to England's Sea Scouts to attend the 2012 celebration of the 100th anniversary of Sea Scouting in America. He's not expected home for a couple of weeks.

Meanwhile, he writes notes home daily, letting his family know his position at sea and other incidentals including being "slapped in the face by a flying fish."

"It's just Brian," Emily Kurzik said. "It's risky and there could be danger, but risk and danger are just part of life." 
-- Reach Kathy Stevens at 505-5437 or kstevens@yorkdispatch.com. 
See the race 
Check out photographs taken of York County Sea Scouts during the 2008 Bermuda Ocean Race from Annapolis, Md., to St. George's, Bermuda, online at http://ship25bsa.org/video.htm. Learn more about Sea Scouting opportunities by e-mailing boatswain@ship25bsa.org or by calling 717-880-8730.
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